110 ENGLAND AND THE ENGLISH

lips. Only the rich man can own land in a
country where thirty-two million people spend
such sums for drink and over seventy million
'dollars a year for the official relief, and almost as
much more for the private care* of their shirkers-t
incompetents, and helpless; and where lanjl itself
cannot be bought at its agricultural or productive
value, but must be paid for at the artificial valua-
tion that it has acquired through this feudulistk*
desire on the part of rich men to become great
landowners.

When one hears, and one does hear it on every
hand just now, how poor are Englishmen, one
has in this land question some explanation of the
secret. It is not only a material and mechan-
ical change that has taken place but a spiritual
change. Democracy under one name or another
is in the air just now. Men can have land, and
liberty; that has been proved. And many more
men want it. The tenants on large estate*?
fifty years ago were, to all practical intents and *
purposes, political and economic slaves, and to
some extent they are slaves still They f hid more
rights and more freedom in the cities, and they
flock thither; and it is this combination af de*
mocracy and landholding by a few that has
so radically changed the grouping of the pop-
ulation of Great Britain, till now 77 per cent.